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Oral and maxillofacial surgery is a specialized field of dentistry that deals
with the surgical treatment of diseases, injuries, and malformations of the
mouth, jaws, and face. It encompasses a wide range of procedures, from
simple extractions to complex reconstructive surgeries. This
comprehensive guide provides an overview of oral and maxillofacial
surgery, including its history, scope, and commonly performed procedures.
By understanding the nature and benefits of this surgical specialty, patients
can make informed decisions about their oral health care.

History of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

The origins of oral and maxillofacial surgery can be traced back to ancient
times. In ancient Egypt, physicians performed surgeries to treat jaw
fractures and other facial injuries. In the Middle Ages, barbers were often
responsible for extracting teeth and performing other oral surgeries. It was
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not until the 19th century that oral and maxillofacial surgery emerged as a
distinct specialty. In 1846, the American Society of Dental Surgeons
established a section on oral surgery, and in 1948, the American Board of
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery was founded. Today, oral and maxillofacial
surgery is a well-established field with a broad scope of practice.

Scope of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
Oral and maxillofacial surgery encompasses a wide range of procedures,
including:

= Extractions: The removal of teeth, including wisdom teeth and

impacted teeth.

= Dental implants: The placement of artificial tooth roots into the
jawbone to support dental crowns or bridges.

= Jaw surgery: The surgical correction of jaw deformities, such as
underbites and overbites.

= Facial trauma repair: The treatment of facial injuries, such as
fractures, lacerations, and burns.

= Oral cancer surgery: The removal of cancerous tumors from the
mouth, jaws, and face.

= Cleft lip and palate repair: The surgical correction of congenital birth
defects that affect the lip and palate.

Commonly Performed Procedures

Some of the most commonly performed oral and maxillofacial surgery
procedures include:



Wisdom teeth removal: Wisdom teeth are the four molars that erupt
at the back of the mouth in late adolescence or early adulthood. They
are often impacted, meaning they are unable to fully erupt through the
gums. Impacted wisdom teeth can cause pain, infection, and damage
to adjacent teeth. Oral and maxillofacial surgeons typically recommend
removing impacted wisdom teeth to prevent future problems.

Dental implants: Dental implants are ariificial tooth roots that are
surgically placed into the jawbone. They are used to support dental
crowns or bridges, which can replace missing teeth and restore a
patient's smile and function. Dental implants are a long-lasting and
durable solution for tooth replacement.

Jaw surgery: Jaw surgery is performed to correct jaw deformities,
such as underbites and overbites. These deformities can cause a
variety of problems, including difficulty eating, speaking, and breathing.
Jaw surgery can improve a patient's appearance and function by
realigning the jaws and improving the bite.

Facial trauma repair: Facial trauma can result from a variety of
accidents, such as car accidents, sports injuries, and assaults. Oral
and maxillofacial surgeons are trained to treat facial injuries, including
fractures, lacerations, and burns. They can repair damaged tissues
and restore a patient's appearance and function.

Oral cancer surgery: Oral cancer is a type of cancer that affects the
mouth, jaws, and face. Oral and maxillofacial surgeons are trained to
diagnose and treat oral cancer. They can remove cancerous tumors
and reconstruct the affected tissues.



= Cleft lip and palate repair: Cleft lip and palate are congenital birth
defects that affect the lip and palate. These defects can cause difficulty
eating, speaking, and breathing. Oral and maxillofacial surgeons can
repair cleft lip and palate using a variety of surgical techniques.

Benefits of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

Oral and maxillofacial surgery can provide a number of benefits, including:

= Improved oral health: Oral and maxillofacial surgery can improve oral
health by removing diseased teeth, repairing damaged tissues, and
correcting jaw deformities.

= Enhanced appearance: Oral and maxillofacial surgery can enhance a
patient's appearance by correcting facial deformities, repairing facial
injuries, and replacing missing teeth.

= Improved function: Oral and maxillofacial surgery can improve a
patient's function by restoring the ability to eat, speak, and breathe

properly.

= Pain relief: Oral and maxillofacial surgery can relieve pain caused by
diseased teeth, impacted teeth, and facial injuries.

= Prevention of future problems: Oral and maxillofacial surgery can
prevent future problems by removing impacted wisdom teeth, repairing
facial injuries, and correcting jaw deformities.

Oral and maxillofacial surgery is a specialized field of dentistry that deals
with the surgical treatment of diseases, injuries, and malformations of the
mouth, jaws, and face. It encompasses a wide range of procedures, from
simple extractions to complex reconstructive surgeries. By understanding



the nature and benefits of oral and maxillofacial surgery, patients can make

informed decisions about their oral health care.
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