
Auguries of Innocence: A Deep Dive into Patti
Smith's Poetic Masterpiece
Patti Smith's Auguries of Innocence is a seminal work of poetry that has
resonated with readers for decades. Published in 1979, the collection
explores themes of childhood, rebellion, and the search for truth and
meaning. Smith's raw and evocative language, combined with her keen eye
for observation, creates a powerful and unforgettable reading experience.
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Imagery

One of the most striking aspects of Auguries of Innocence is Smith's use of
imagery. She paints vivid and visceral pictures with words, evoking a sense
of time and place that is both personal and universal. In the poem "Horses,"
she writes:

“"I dreamed I was a horse/ Running free through the fields."
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"The wind in my mane/ The sun on my back/ I was wild and
untamed."”

The imagery in this poem is both evocative andsymbolic. The horse
represents freedom and power, and the wind and sun represent the
elements of nature that connect us to the world around us. By describing
herself as a horse, Smith is expressing her own desire for freedom and her
connection to the natural world.

Language

Smith's use of language is another key element of her poetry. She uses a
mix of formal and informal language, as well as fragments and
colloquialisms. This creates a sense of immediacy and authenticity that
draws the reader into her world.

In the poem "Piss Factory," Smith writes:

“"I worked in a piss factory/ I was sixteen/ It was hot and it
stunk

"I hated it/ I wanted to die/ But I needed the money”

The language in this poem is blunt and confrontational, reflecting the
narrator's anger and frustration. The use of the word "piss" is particularly
provocative, and it serves to emphasize the dehumanizing conditions of the
workplace.



Symbolism

Smith also makes extensive use of symbolism in her poetry. She often uses
everyday objects and experiences to represent more complex ideas and
emotions. For example, in the poem "Redondo Beach," she writes:

“"The sea is a mirror/ I can see my face in it/ I am beautiful/ I
am wanted

"The sea is a mother/ She washes me away/ She makes me
new"”

The sea in this poem is a symbol of both beauty and rebirth. It represents
the narrator's desire to be seen and accepted, as well as her hope for a
better future.

Themes

Auguries of Innocence explores a wide range of themes, including
childhood, rebellion, and the search for truth and meaning. In the poem
"We Walk the Plank," Smith writes:

“"We walk the plank/ We are not afraid/ We are the future/ We
are the ones who will change the world"”

This poem expresses Smith's belief in the power of youth and the
importance of fighting for what you believe in. She challenges the status



quo and encourages her readers to embrace their own individuality and
creativity.

Auguries of Innocence is a complex and challenging collection of poetry
that rewards multiple readings. Smith's raw and evocative language,
combined with her keen eye for observation, creates a powerful and
unforgettable reading experience. The collection explores a wide range of
themes, including childhood, rebellion, and the search for truth and
meaning. It is a work that has resonated with readers for decades and
continues to inspire and provoke today.
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