
Before We Visit the Goddess: Unveiling the
Enigmatic Allure of Zakia Dalila Harris's
Acclaimed Novel
Zakia Dalila Harris's debut novel, Before We Visit the Goddess, is a
mesmerizing literary tapestry that weaves together themes of race, class,
gender, identity, and the enduring bonds of family. Set in the enigmatic and
haunting landscape of the rural South, this coming-of-age story transports
readers into a world of secrets, mysteries, and the unyielding search for
self-discovery.

A Captivating Narrative that Explores the Complexity of Identity

The novel revolves around the life of Cee, a young African American girl
growing up in a small Southern town. As Cee navigates the turbulent
waters of adolescence, she grapples with questions of who she is, where
she belongs, and the legacy of her family's past. Through Cee's eyes, we
witness the intricate web of relationships that shape her identity, from her
loving but troubled mother to her enigmatic grandmother, known as "the
Goddess."
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Harris deftly explores the complexities of Cee's racial and gender identity.
Cee's struggle to reconcile her own experiences with the perceptions and
prejudices of others creates a poignant and thought-provoking portrayal of
the intersectionality of race and gender in the American South.

A Southern Gothic Atmosphere that Heightens the Suspense and
Mystery

The novel is imbued with a palpable Southern Gothic atmosphere that adds
to its allure and sense of mystery. The setting of the rural South, with its
overgrown landscapes, dilapidated houses, and lingering ghosts of the
past, creates a backdrop that is both evocative and unsettling.

Harris weaves a web of secrets and mysteries that keep readers on the
edge of their seats. The enigmatic "Goddess," Cee's grandmother, harbors
a past shrouded in darkness. As Cee delves into her family's history, she
uncovers long-buried truths that threaten to shatter the fragile balance of
her world.

A Multifaceted Exploration of Family Relationships

At its core, Before We Visit the Goddess is a deeply moving exploration of
family relationships. Cee's journey is one of self-discovery, but it is also a
journey of understanding the complexities of her family's past and the
unbreakable bonds that connect them.

Through Cee's relationships with her mother, grandmother, and extended
family, Harris portrays the multifaceted nature of family dynamics. The
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novel delves into the complexities of love, loyalty, forgiveness, and the
enduring power of familial connection.

A Literary Triumph that Resonates with Readers

Zakia Dalila Harris has crafted a novel that is both compelling and thought-
provoking. Before We Visit the Goddess has received critical acclaim for its
poignant storytelling, its exploration of complex themes, and its
atmospheric Southern Gothic setting.

This literary triumph resonates with readers of all backgrounds, offering a
nuanced and emotionally resonant exploration of the challenges and
triumphs of growing up, the complexities of identity, and the enduring power
of family.

Before We Visit the Goddess is a novel that lingers in the mind long after
the final page is turned. Zakia Dalila Harris has created a work of art that is
both beautiful and unsettling, a haunting meditation on the complexities of
race, class, gender, and identity.

This novel is a must-read for anyone interested in contemporary African
American literature, Southern Gothic fiction, or simply a captivating and
thought-provoking story. It is a testament to the power of literature to
illuminate the hidden corners of our humanity and to connect us to our
common experiences.
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