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Renee Greene's Camo High (1991) is a groundbreaking video piece that
explores the complex relationship between identity, representation, and
erasure. Through a series of staged encounters, the piece examines the
ways in which people of color are often rendered invisible or marginalized
within mainstream representations.

The video opens with a group of African American students in a high school
classroom. They are talking about their experiences of racism and
discrimination, and how they feel invisible within the school's predominantly
white culture. One student says, "It's like we're just ghosts." Another says,
"We're just here to serve the white students."
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The students' conversation is interrupted by the arrival of a white teacher.
The teacher is well-meaning, but she is oblivious to the students'
experiences of racism. She tries to engage them in a discussion about the
importance of diversity, but the students are not interested. They feel that
she is not listening to them, and that she does not understand their
experiences.

The teacher's attempts to engage the students are unsuccessful, and the
video ends with the students walking out of the classroom. They are tired of
being invisible, and they are determined to find a way to make their voices
heard.

Camo High is a powerful and moving piece that explores the complex and
often painful experiences of people of color in America. The video is a
reminder that racism and discrimination are still very real problems, and
that we need to do more to create a more inclusive and just society.

Greene's use of camouflage

One of the most striking things about Camo High is Greene's use of
camouflage. The students in the video are often dressed in camouflage
clothing, and they sometimes blend into the background. This use of
camouflage is a powerful metaphor for the ways in which people of color
are often rendered invisible or marginalized within mainstream
representations.

Camouflage is a way of hiding or disguising something. It can be used to
make something blend into its surroundings, or to make it appear to be
something other than what it is. In Camo High, Greene uses camouflage to



explore the ways in which people of color are often hidden or disguised
within mainstream representations.

The students in the video are often dressed in camouflage clothing, which
makes them blend into the background. This is a metaphor for the ways in
which people of color are often rendered invisible within mainstream
representations. They are often not seen or heard, and their experiences
are often ignored or marginalized.

Greene also uses camouflage to explore the ways in which people of color
are sometimes made to appear to be something other than what they are.
In one scene, a group of students are dressed in camouflage clothing and
they are made to look like animals. This is a metaphor for the ways in
which people of color are often stereotyped and dehumanized within
mainstream representations.

Greene's use of camouflage is a powerful way of exploring the complex
and often painful experiences of people of color in America. The video is a
reminder that racism and discrimination are still very real problems, and
that we need to do more to create a more inclusive and just society.

Greene's critique of representation

In Camo High, Greene critiques the ways in which people of color are often
represented in mainstream media. She argues that these representations
are often inaccurate and incomplete, and that they often perpetuate harmful
stereotypes.

One of the most common criticisms of mainstream representations of
people of color is that they are often one-dimensional and stereotypical.



People of color are often portrayed as criminals, thugs, or welfare queens.
These stereotypes are harmful because they reinforce negative
perceptions of people of color and they make it more difficult to see them
as complex and fully human.

Greene also critiques the ways in which people of color are often erased
from mainstream representations. She argues that people of color are often
excluded from history books, films, and other forms of media. This erasure
is harmful because it sends the message that people of color are not
important and that their experiences are not worth telling.

Greene's critique of representation is a powerful reminder that we need to
do more to create more inclusive and accurate representations of people of
color in the media. We need to challenge harmful stereotypes and we need
to make sure that the stories of all people are told.

Greene's call for a new politics of representation

In Camo High, Greene calls for a new politics of representation. She
argues that we need to create new ways of representing people of color
that are more accurate, inclusive, and empowering.

One way to create a new politics of representation is to give more
opportunities to people of color to tell their own stories. This means giving
them more opportunities to write, direct, and produce films, television
shows, and other forms of media.

Another way to create a new politics of representation is to challenge
harmful stereotypes. We need to be more critical of the ways in which



people of color are portrayed in the media, and we need to hold the media
accountable for perpetuating harmful stereotypes.

Greene's call for a new politics of representation is a powerful reminder that
we need to do more to create a more inclusive and just society. We need to
challenge harmful stereotypes, we need to give more opportunities to
people of color to tell their own stories, and we need to create new ways of
representing people of color that are more accurate, inclusive, and
empowering.

Camo High is a groundbreaking video piece that explores the complex and
often painful experiences of people of color in America. The video is a
reminder that racism and discrimination are still very real problems, and
that we need to do more to create a more inclusive and just society.

Greene's use of camouflage is a powerful metaphor for the ways in which
people of color are often rendered invisible or marginalized within
mainstream representations. Her critique of representation is a powerful
reminder that we need to do more to create more inclusive and accurate
representations of people of color in the media. And her call for a new
politics of representation is a powerful reminder that we need to do more to
create a more inclusive and just society.

Camo High is a must-see for anyone who is interested in the complex and
often painful experiences of people of color in America. The video is a
powerful reminder that racism and discrimination are still very real
problems, and that we need to do more to create a more inclusive and just
society.
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