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Decentralization, the transfer of power from central to regional or local
governments, has become a popular strategy for addressing regional
disparities and promoting economic development. However, the
relationship between decentralization and conflict is complex and
multifaceted. This article examines the theoretical underpinnings, empirical
evidence, and policy implications of decentralization, regional diversity, and
conflict.

Theoretical Underpinnings

Theories on the relationship between decentralization and conflict fall into
two broad categories:
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**Conflict-reducing theories** argue that decentralization can reduce
conflict by empowering local communities and reducing regional
grievances.

**Conflict-increasing theories** suggest that decentralization can lead to
increased conflict by fragmenting authority and creating power vacuums
that can be exploited by separatist groups.

Empirical Evidence

Empirical evidence on the relationship between decentralization and
conflict is mixed. Some studies have found that decentralization can reduce
conflict, while others have found that it can increase conflict. The direction
of the relationship appears to depend on a number of factors, including:

**The level of regional diversity:** High levels of regional diversity can
increase the risk of conflict, particularly if decentralization is not carefully
managed.

**The design of the decentralization system:** Decentralization systems
that are poorly designed or implemented can exacerbate conflict.

**The political context:** Decentralization is more likely to be successful
in countries with stable political institutions and a culture of tolerance.

Policy Implications

The findings of this article have important implications for policymakers who
are considering decentralization as a strategy for reducing conflict. It is
clear that decentralization is not a one-size-fits-all solution and that the
potential benefits and risks of decentralization must be carefully weighed
before implementing it. In particular, policymakers should:



**Consider the level of regional diversity** in the country and the
potential risks of conflict before decentralizing.

**Design decentralization systems** that are tailored to the specific
needs of the country and that minimize the risk of conflict.

**Create a political context** that is conducive to successful
decentralization, including stable political institutions and a culture of
tolerance.

Decentralization can be a powerful tool for promoting economic
development and reducing regional disparities. However, it is important to
recognize that the relationship between decentralization and conflict is
complex and that the potential risks of decentralization must be carefully
considered before implementing it. By carefully considering the level of
regional diversity, the design of the decentralization system, and the
political context, policymakers can increase the likelihood of successful
decentralization and maximize its potential benefits.
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