
Easiest Fiddling Craig Duncan: A
Comprehensive Guide to His Techniques and
Legacy
In the realm of Celtic music, the name Easiest Fiddling Craig Duncan
stands as a beacon of brilliance, a master whose unparalleled techniques
and profound influence left an indelible mark on traditional Irish fiddle
playing. Born in the rugged Shetland Isles, Duncan emerged as a
prodigious talent at a young age, mesmerizing audiences with his effortless
virtuosity and infectious enthusiasm.
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Early Life and Influences

Craig Duncan was born on March 27, 1941, on the island of Whalsay in the
Shetland Isles. His father, a skilled Shetland fiddler, instilled in him a deep
love for the traditional music of his homeland. Duncan's early musical
influences were also shaped by the rich tapestry of Scottish and Irish folk
tunes that permeated the Shetland Isles.
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At the age of 14, Duncan left his close-knit community and moved to
Glasgow to work as an apprentice boilermaker. Despite the demanding
nature of his job, he remained committed to his passion for music,
spending his evenings practicing and performing in local folk clubs.
Breakthrough and Recognition

Duncan's breakthrough came in the early 1970s when he met Irish
musician Johnny Cunningham, who recognized his exceptional talent and
encouraged him to pursue a career in music. Together with fellow Shetland
fiddler Willie Hunter, Duncan formed the iconic duo The Shetland Boys,
which quickly gained recognition for their fiery performances and innovative
arrangements of traditional tunes.

Duncan's reputation as a master fiddler grew rapidly, and he soon became
a regular performer at major folk festivals around the world. His distinctive
style, characterized by its lightning-fast fingering, intricate ornamentation,
and infectious groove, captivated audiences and fellow musicians alike.

Technical Mastery and Groundbreaking Techniques

Craig Duncan's technical prowess on the fiddle was unparalleled. He
possessed a remarkable ability to play at blistering speeds while
maintaining crystal-clear intonation and a flawless sense of rhythm.
Duncan's fingers danced effortlessly over the strings, creating a tapestry of
melodic lines that soared and swooped with breathtaking dexterity.

One of Duncan's most notable contributions to fiddle playing was his
pioneering use of double-stops, a technique that involves playing two
strings simultaneously to create a richer and more resonant sound. He also
developed innovative bowing techniques, including his signature "Duncan



bow," which allowed him to produce a wide range of dynamics and
articulations.
Musical Legacy and Collaborations

Craig Duncan's influence extended far beyond his own performances. He
played a pivotal role in the revival of traditional Irish fiddle playing,
mentoring countless young musicians and inspiring a new generation of
Celtic artists.

Throughout his career, Duncan collaborated with some of the most
renowned figures in Celtic music, including Paddy Keenan of The Bothy
Band, Alasdair Fraser, and Natalie MacMaster. These collaborations
resulted in groundbreaking recordings that fused traditional melodies with
contemporary arrangements and instrumentation.

Awards and Honors

Craig Duncan's exceptional talent and contributions to Celtic music were
recognized with numerous awards and honors. In 1975, he was bestowed
the prestigious title of "Fiddler of the Year" by the Scottish Traditional Music
Hall of Fame. He also received honorary doctorates from the University of
Aberdeen and the University of the Highlands and Islands.

Later Career and Personal Life

As he entered the twilight of his career, Craig Duncan continued to perform
and record, sharing his musical knowledge and inspiring audiences with his
unwavering passion. He also established The Craig Duncan School of
Highland Fiddling in Lerwick, Shetland, where he dedicated himself to
passing on his legacy to future generations of musicians.



Outside of music, Duncan was a devoted family man, married with two
children. He remained deeply connected to his Shetland roots, spending
his later years on the island of Yell.
Legacy and Impact

Craig Duncan passed away on August 2, 2020, at the age of 79, leaving
behind an extraordinary musical legacy that continues to inspire and
enchant. His pioneering techniques, infectious enthusiasm, and unwavering
commitment to traditional music have had a profound impact on the world
of Celtic music.

Easiest Fiddling Craig Duncan will be forever remembered as a master
craftsman, a musical innovator, and a true ambassador for Celtic culture.
His artistry transcended generations, bridging the gap between the
traditional and the contemporary, and his influence will continue to shape
the future of fiddle playing for years to come.

Easiest Fiddling Craig Duncan was a virtuoso whose extraordinary talent
and unwavering passion left an indelible mark on Celtic music. His
groundbreaking techniques, infectious performances, and tireless
dedication to his craft inspired countless musicians and captivated
audiences around the world.

As we reflect on his remarkable legacy, we are filled with gratitude for the
musical treasures he shared with us. Craig Duncan's artistry will forever
endure, continuing to ignite our imaginations and inspire generations to
come.
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