
Executive Power Under the Constitution: An
Analysis by The University Center for Human
Values
The topic of executive power under the Constitution has been a subject of
intense debate and analysis throughout American history. The powers of
the President of the United States have evolved significantly since the
founding of the nation, and the ongoing tension between the executive and
legislative branches has often tested the limits of the Constitution. This
article will explore the historical evolution, constitutional basis, scope, and
limitations of executive power, drawing insights from the research and
analysis of The University Center for Human Values.
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Historical Evolution of Executive Power

The origins of executive power in the United States can be traced back to
the British colonial era. The colonial governors exercised significant
authority over their respective colonies, and this authority was often based
on the prerogative powers of the British Crown. After the American
Revolution, the framers of the Constitution sought to create a weaker
executive branch than the one that had existed in Great Britain. However,
they also recognized the need for a strong and effective executive to lead
the new nation.

The Constitution established a unitary executive, with the President serving
as the head of state and government. The President's powers are both
enumerated and implied, and the scope of these powers has been subject
to ongoing debate and interpretation. Over time, the power of the
presidency has expanded significantly, due in part to the increasing
complexity of American society and the rise of the United States as a global
superpower.

Constitutional Basis of Executive Power

The Constitution grants the President a number of specific powers,
including the power to veto legislation, to appoint and remove executive
officers, to command the armed forces, and to negotiate treaties. In
addition, the President has the power to issue executive orders, which have
the force of law.

The Constitution also grants the President implied powers, which are
powers that are not explicitly stated in the document but are necessary for
the President to carry out his or her duties. For example, the President has



the implied power to recognize foreign governments and to deploy troops
abroad.

Finally, the President has inherent powers, which are powers that are not
granted by the Constitution but are inherent in the office of the presidency.
For example, the President has the inherent power to pardon criminals and
to grant reprieves and commutations.

Scope and Limitations of Executive Power

The scope of executive power is vast, but it is not unlimited. The
Constitution establishes a system of checks and balances that prevents
any one branch of government from becoming too powerful. The
President's power to veto legislation can be overridden by a two-thirds vote
of Congress. The President's power to appoint and remove executive
officers is subject to the advice and consent of the Senate. And the
President's power to command the armed forces is subject to the
declaration of war by Congress.

In addition to these formal checks and balances, there are also informal
checks on executive power. The media, interest groups, and public opinion
can all play a role in limiting the power of the President.

The University Center for Human Values

The University Center for Human Values is a research and teaching center
that is dedicated to the study of human values and their application to
public policy. The Center's work on executive power has been influential in
shaping the debate on this issue.



The Center's scholars have argued that executive power is essential for the
effective functioning of government. However, they have also warned that
executive power can be a threat to individual liberty and democratic values.
The Center's research has helped to inform the debate on executive power
and to identify ways to ensure that this power is used responsibly.

Executive power under the Constitution is a complex and evolving issue.
The powers of the President have expanded significantly over time, but
they are still subject to a number of checks and balances. The University
Center for Human Values has played an important role in the study of
executive power, and its research has helped to inform the debate on this
issue.
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