
Legendary Locals of Dracut: Rebecca Duda,
The Woman Who Changed the Face of Local
Government

In the annals of Dracut, Massachusetts, the name Rebecca Duda stands
tall as a symbol of unwavering dedication to public service and community
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development. As the town's first female Selectman and later Town
Manager, she navigated uncharted waters, breaking barriers and leaving
an indelible mark that continues to shape Dracut to this day.
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Early Life and Education

Rebecca Duda was born on July 24, 1928, in Dracut. Raised in a family
with deep roots in the community, she inherited a strong sense of civic duty.
After graduating from Dracut High School, she pursued a degree in political
science from Merrimack College, where she excelled academically and
developed a keen interest in local politics.

Entry into Public Service

Rebecca Duda's passion for public service became evident early on. In
1964, she was elected to the Dracut School Committee, becoming the first
woman to hold that position. During her tenure, she played a pivotal role in
enhancing the town's educational system, introducing innovative programs
and advocating for equal opportunities for all students.
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Building upon her success, Rebecca Duda set her sights on a higher level
of government. In 1975, she ran for Selectman, making history as Dracut's
first female representative on the town's governing body. Her election
marked a watershed moment, signaling a shift towards greater diversity
and inclusivity in local leadership.

Trailblazing Leadership as Selectman

As Selectman, Rebecca Duda confronted numerous challenges facing the
town, including infrastructure improvements, economic development, and
environmental protection. Undeterred, she embarked on a transformative
agenda, working tirelessly to address the pressing needs of the community.

One of her most significant accomplishments was spearheading the
construction of the new Dracut High School. Recognizing the importance of
quality education, she advocated for a state-of-the-art facility that would
provide students with the resources they needed to succeed. Her vision
became a reality in 1980, when the doors of the new high school opened,
symbolizing a brighter future for Dracut's youth.

Rebecca Duda's leadership extended beyond the confines of the
Selectman's office. She was deeply involved in various community
organizations, including the Dracut Historical Society, the Greater Dracut
Chamber of Commerce, and the Merrimack Valley YMCA. Through her
active participation, she fostered a sense of civic pride and encouraged
residents to take ownership of their town.

Town Manager: A New Era of Progress

In 1991, Rebecca Duda was appointed Dracut's first Town Manager, a
testament to her exceptional administrative skills and unwavering



commitment to the community. As Town Manager, she oversaw all aspects
of the town's operations, from public works to public safety to financial
management.

Under her guidance, Dracut experienced a period of unprecedented growth
and prosperity. She implemented innovative programs that revitalized the
town's downtown area, attracting new businesses and creating job
opportunities. She also prioritized infrastructure improvements, including
the expansion of the town's water and sewer systems, ensuring a safe and
sustainable environment for residents.

Rebecca Duda's tenure as Town Manager was marked by her collaborative
leadership style and ability to forge partnerships with other municipalities
and organizations. She recognized that collaboration was essential to
addressing the challenges and seizing the opportunities facing the region.

Retirement and Legacy

After a distinguished career spanning over four decades, Rebecca Duda
retired from public service in 2001. However, her legacy continues to shape
Dracut's present and future. The town's infrastructure, educational system,
and vibrant community are a testament to her tireless efforts and
unwavering dedication.

Rebecca Duda passed away on August 15, 2019, at the age of 91. Her
passing was met with an outpouring of grief and gratitude from a
community that had come to love and respect her. In her honor, the town
renamed the Dracut Town Common the Rebecca Duda Town Common, a
fitting tribute to a woman who dedicated her life to serving the people of
Dracut.



A Pioneer for Women in Politics

Rebecca Duda's journey in public service was not without its challenges.
As a woman in a male-dominated field, she faced skepticism and
resistance from some quarters. However, she remained steadfast in her
pursuit of equality, paving the way for future generations of women to enter
politics and make their voices heard.

Her legacy as a pioneer for women in politics continues to inspire and
empower others. Her story serves as a reminder that with determination
and perseverance, anyone can overcome barriers and make a meaningful
contribution to society.

A True Daughter of Dracut

Rebecca Duda was the epitome of a true daughter of Dracut. Her love for
her town and its people was evident in everything she did. She dedicated
her life to making Dracut a better place for all, regardless of their
background or circumstances. Through her unwavering commitment and
tireless efforts, she left an enduring legacy that will continue to benefit the
community for generations to come.

In the annals of Dracut, the name Rebecca Duda will forever be etched as
a legend, a woman who changed the face of local government and whose
unwavering dedication to public service remains an inspiration to all who
knew her.
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