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Early Life and Education

Richard Caswell was born on August 3, 1729, in Maryland. He was the son
of humble farmers, John and Elizabeth Caswell. Raised in a frontier
community, young Richard received a limited education. Despite this, he
displayed a keen interest in politics and public affairs.
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Political Career

Caswell's political career began in 1754 when he was elected to the North
Carolina House of Commons. His outspoken nature and unwavering
support for the rights of colonists drew attention. As tensions with Great
Britain escalated, Caswell emerged as a leading advocate for
independence.

In 1774, Caswell was elected as a delegate to the Continental Congress,
where he vigorously supported the cause of American liberty. He
participated in debates, voted for the Declaration of Independence, and
signed the historic document.

Revolutionary War Service

Caswell played a significant role in the Revolutionary War. He returned to
North Carolina and raised a regiment of militia, which he commanded at the
Battle of Moore's Creek Bridge in 1776. This victory was crucial in securing
North Carolina's allegiance to the American cause.

Subsequently, Caswell led North Carolina troops in the defense of the state
against British invasions. He was appointed a brigadier general and served
under George Washington at the Battle of Monmouth.

Governor of North Carolina

In 1776, Caswell was unanimously elected as the first governor of North
Carolina. He served two terms, from 1776 to 1780 and again from 1785 to
1787. As governor, Caswell faced numerous challenges, including the war
effort, economic instability, and political divisions.



Despite these difficulties, Caswell's leadership was instrumental in shaping
the young state. He established the University of North Carolina, created a
state constitution, and promoted agriculture and education.

Later Life and Legacy

After his second term as governor, Caswell continued to serve his state. He
was a delegate to the Continental Congress, a member of the
Confederation Congress, and a U.S. congressman.

Richard Caswell passed away on November 10, 1789, at the age of 60. He
is remembered as a fearless patriot, a dedicated public servant, and the
architect of North Carolina's early statehood.

Caswell County and Town

In honor of his service, Caswell County, North Carolina, was named after
him. The county seat, Yanceyville, was originally called Caswell but was
renamed in 1847. Additionally, the town of Caswell in Lenoir County was
named after the governor.

Richard Caswell was a pivotal figure in American history. His unwavering
dedication to independence, his leadership during the Revolutionary War,
and his contributions as North Carolina's first governor left an enduring
legacy that continues to inspire. The towns and county named in his honor
serve as a testament to his lasting impact on the state and nation.
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