
The Battle For Welsh Devolution And
Nationhood 1880-2024: A Comprehensive
Overview
The movement for Welsh devolution and nationhood has a long and
complex history. The desire for self-governance in Wales has been driven
by a combination of factors, including historical, cultural, economic, and
political considerations. This article provides a comprehensive overview of
the battle for Welsh devolution and nationhood from 1880 to 2024.

Historical Context

The history of Wales is intertwined with the history of England. Wales was
conquered by England in 1282 and remained under English rule for
centuries. During this time, Welsh culture and language were suppressed.
In the 19th century, a revival of Welsh nationalism began to emerge. This
revival was led by figures such as Owain Glyndŵr, Henry VII, and William
Williams Pantycelyn.
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In 1880, the Welsh National Society was founded. The society's aim was to
promote Welsh culture and language. The society also campaigned for
Welsh home rule. In 1886, the Welsh Liberal Party was founded. The
party's platform included a commitment to Welsh devolution.

Key Figures

There have been many key figures in the movement for Welsh devolution
and nationhood. Some of the most important figures include:

Owain Glyndŵr (c. 1354-1415): A Welsh prince who led a revolt
against English rule.

Henry VII (1457-1509): The first Welsh king of England.

William Williams Pantycelyn (1717-1791): A Welsh Methodist preacher
and hymn-writer who played a key role in the Welsh revival movement.

David Lloyd George (1863-1945): A Welsh Liberal politician who
served as Prime Minister of the United Kingdom from 1916 to 1922.

Aneurin Bevan (1897-1960): A Welsh Labour politician who served as
Minister of Health from 1945 to 1951. Bevan is considered to be the
father of the National Health Service.

Rhodri Morgan (1934-2017): A Welsh Labour politician who served as
First Minister of Wales from 2000 to 2009.

Carwyn Jones (born 1967): A Welsh Labour politician who served as
First Minister of Wales from 2009 to 2018.
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Mark Drakeford (born 1954): A Welsh Labour politician who has served
as First Minister of Wales since 2018.

Major Events

There have been many major events in the movement for Welsh devolution
and nationhood. Some of the most important events include:

1880: The Welsh National Society is founded.

1886: The Welsh Liberal Party is founded.

1967: The Welsh Language Act is passed.

1979: The Wales Act is passed, creating a Welsh Assembly.

1997: The Government of Wales Act is passed, giving the Welsh
Assembly more powers.

2006: The Government of Wales Act 2006 is passed, giving the Welsh
Assembly the power to make laws.

2011: The Welsh Assembly is renamed the Senedd.

The Future of Welsh Devolution

The future of Welsh devolution is uncertain. There are many different views
on how much power the Senedd should have. Some people believe that
the Senedd should have more powers, while others believe that it should
have less power. The future of Welsh devolution will depend on the
outcome of the ongoing debate about the role of the Senedd.

The movement for Welsh devolution and nationhood has a long and
complex history. The battle for Welsh self-governance has been driven by a



combination of historical, cultural, economic, and political considerations.
The future of Welsh devolution is uncertain, but the Senedd is likely to
continue to play a key role in the governance of Wales.
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