
The Civil War Journal of Union Soldier John B.
Atkinson: A First-Hand Account of the Conflict
from a New Englander's Perspective
John B. Atkinson was born in 1833 in Waterford, Maine. He was the son of
a farmer and grew up in a small town. Atkinson was a bright and ambitious
young man, and he attended college for two years before deciding to enlist
in the Union Army in 1861. He was assigned to the 1st Maine Heavy
Artillery Regiment and served for four years, fighting in some of the
bloodiest battles of the war, including Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, and
Gettysburg.

Atkinson was a prolific writer, and he kept a journal throughout his time in
the army. His journal entries provide a unique and insightful first-hand
account of the conflict from the perspective of a New Englander who
served in the Union Army. Atkinson's journal entries offer a detailed and
often poignant look at the daily life of a soldier during the war, as well as his
thoughts and feelings about the conflict.
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Atkinson's journal begins with his enlistment in the Union Army in 1861. He
describes the excitement and patriotism that he felt at the time, as well as
his hopes for the future. However, Atkinson's journal also reveals the harsh
realities of war. He describes the long marches, the lack of food and
supplies, and the constant danger of death. He also writes about the
horrors of battle, describing the carnage and bloodshed that he witnessed
firsthand.

Despite the hardships of war, Atkinson remained committed to the Union
cause. He believed that the war was necessary to preserve the Union and
to end slavery. Atkinson's journal entries are filled with patriotic sentiments,
and he often expresses his hope that the Union will prevail.

Atkinson was wounded several times during the war, and he was eventually
discharged from the army in 1865. He returned home to Maine, where he
married and started a family. Atkinson died in 1901, at the age of 68. His
journal was passed down to his family, and it is now housed at the Maine
State Library.

The Civil War Journal of Union Soldier John B. Atkinson is a valuable
historical document that helps to shed light on the experiences of Union
soldiers during the Civil War. Atkinson's journal entries provide a unique
and insightful first-hand account of the conflict from the perspective of a
New Englander who served in the Union Army. The journal is a valuable
resource for historians and anyone interested in learning more about the
Civil War.
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Here are some excerpts from Atkinson's journal:

"I have enlisted in the Union Army, and I am now on my way to the front. I
am filled with excitement and patriotism, and I am eager to serve my
country. I believe that this war is necessary to preserve the Union and to
end slavery. I am confident that the Union will prevail, and I am prepared to
give my life for the cause."

"The war is now in its second year, and I have seen more than my share of
death and destruction. The battles have been bloody and brutal, and I have
lost many of my friends. But I remain committed to the Union cause, and I
believe that we will eventually prevail."

"I am now lying in a hospital bed, recovering from a wound that I received
in battle. I am grateful to be alive, but I am also saddened by the loss of my
comrades. I know that the war is not yet over, but I am hopeful that it will
soon end, and that we will be able to return home to our families and loved
ones."

The Civil War Journal of Union Soldier John B. Atkinson is a powerful and
moving account of one man's experience during the Civil War. Atkinson's
journal entries provide a unique and insightful look at the daily life of a
soldier during the war, as well as his thoughts and feelings about the
conflict. The journal is a valuable historical document that helps to shed
light on the experiences of Union soldiers during the Civil War.
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