
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's Violin Sonata No.
35 in A Major (K. 526): A Comprehensive
Analysis and Appreciation
Historical Context and Background

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's Violin Sonata No. 35 in A Major, K. 526 was
composed in Vienna in 1787. It was one of six violin sonatas that Mozart
composed that year, and it is considered to be one of his finest works in the
genre. The sonata was dedicated to Franz Anton Hoffmeister, a Viennese
music publisher and composer.

Mozart was at the height of his career when he composed the Violin
Sonata No. 35 in A Major. He had recently completed his opera Don
Giovanni, and he was working on his next opera, Così fan tutte. The sonata
reflects Mozart's mastery of the classical style, and it is a testament to his
genius as a composer.
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The Violin Sonata No. 35 in A Major is in three movements:

1. Allegro

2. Andante

3. Rondo: Allegro

The first movement is in sonata form, and it begins with a brilliant and
energetic theme in the violin. The second theme is more lyrical and
expressive, and it is played by the piano. The development section is full of
drama and tension, and it leads to a powerful and majestic recapitulation.

The second movement is in ternary form, and it begins with a beautiful and
serene melody in the violin. The middle section is more agitated and
dramatic, and it contrasts with the peaceful opening section. The
movement ends with a reprise of the opening melody.

The third movement is in rondo form, and it is a lively and cheerful piece.
The main theme is played by the violin, and it is repeated several times
throughout the movement. The contrasting episodes are more lyrical and
expressive, and they provide a nice contrast to the main theme.

Harmonic and Melodic Content

The Violin Sonata No. 35 in A Major is full of rich and complex harmonies.
Mozart uses a variety of chords, including major and minor chords, seventh
chords, and augmented chords. He also uses a variety of harmonic
progressions, such as the circle of fifths, the I-IV-V-I progression, and the
Neapolitan sixth chord.



The melodies in the Violin Sonata No. 35 in A Major are lyrical and
expressive. Mozart uses a variety of melodic devices, such as repetition,
sequence, and variation. He also uses a variety of melodic intervals, such
as leaps, steps, and trills.

Performance Considerations

The Violin Sonata No. 35 in A Major is a challenging piece to perform, both
for the violinist and the pianist. The violin part is full of technical passages,
and the piano part is equally demanding. However, the rewards of
performing this sonata are great, and it is a piece that is sure to please
audiences of all ages.

When performing the Violin Sonata No. 35 in A Major, it is important to pay
attention to the following:

Balance: The violin and piano parts should be balanced so that
neither instrument overpowers the other.

Intonation: The intonation should be perfect, especially in the high-
pitched passages.

Articulation: The articulation should be clear and precise, especially
in the fast passages.

Expression: The performers should use their musical expression to
bring the sonata to life.

Influence and Legacy

The Violin Sonata No. 35 in A Major has been a popular piece with violinists
and audiences for centuries. It has been performed by some of the greatest
violinists in history, including Jascha Heifetz, Yehudi Menuhin, and Anne-



Sophie Mutter. The sonata has also been recorded by many famous
orchestras, including the Vienna Philharmonic, the Berlin Philharmonic, and
the New York Philharmonic.

The Violin Sonata No. 35 in A Major is a masterpiece of the classical music
repertoire. It is a beautiful and challenging piece that is sure to please
audiences of all ages. The sonata is a testament to Mozart's genius as a
composer, and it is a piece that will continue to be performed and enjoyed
for centuries to come.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's Violin Sonata No. 35 in A Major, K. 526 is a
masterpiece of the classical music repertoire. It is a beautiful and
challenging piece that is sure to please audiences of all ages. The sonata
is a testament to Mozart's genius as a composer, and it is a piece that will
continue to be performed and enjoyed for centuries to come.

Click here to download the sheet music for Mozart's Violin Sonata No. 35
in A Major, K. 526.
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